Procedural memory in recent-onset Parkinson's disease.
Parkinson's disease is accompanied by cognitive disorders which may affect procedural memory. Procedural memory uses a specific knowledge resource that expresses itself through pre-established acting procedures. The aim of this study was to better define the characteristics of procedural memory, first of all, by trying to determine the level of involvement of that memory in the acquisition process (during learning and/or during procedure maintenance), then by specifying the effect of the type of resource involved (verbal or motor). To achieve this, we compared the mnestic performances of 20 recent-onset parkinsonian patients with those of 20 healthy controls, using two memory tasks with a fixed rule (poetry, visuomotor tracking). Result analysis revealed that parkinsonian patients had more difficulty than controls in learning the two rules, regardless of the material involved. Their deficiencies were often associated with an impairment of executive functions, and the procedural memory problems described in parkinsonian patients are linked to the involvement of these resources in the various tasks.